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Overview 

The South Baltimore Gateway Complete Streets 

Resource Guide is intended to be used by the LDC, 

neighborhoods, community associations, and 

business owners to submit project proposals for 

prioritization, funding, and implementation. Exhibit 

1 of the Study area neighborhoods is included in 

the Resource Guide for reference. The resource 

guide will be used with the framework plan and 

Neighborhood chapter to allow projects to move 

forward in a predictable transparent manner.  

Project submission process is as follows: 

 

 Complete the South Baltimore Gateway 

Complete Streets Plan Request (SBGCSR) 

form and submit it to BCDOT project 

Coordinator. 

 BCDOT will evaluate the proposed project 

and respond to the representative listed on 

the request form with next steps. 

 BCDOT will request a neighborhood 

meeting to discuss the proposed project.  

This meeting may include the following, 

but not be limited to: 

o Inter-Agency representative 

coordination and/or project lead 

o Concept design services, if 

necessary 

o Estimated schedule for project 

design, engineering, and 

construction 

o Estimate of cost (including design, 

engineering, construction, and 

annual maintenance) 

o Follow-up meetings, assignments, 

and decisions required to move 

the project forward 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 The community association and directly 

affected neighbors will be asked to provide 

a letter of support for the project. 

 Project is submitted to the LDC for review, 

approval, and funding. 

 BCDOT will advance the project upon 

receipt of LDC approval and funding. 

 BCDOT will provide the community 

association and LDC with monthly status on 

the project. 

 
 
 

Neighborhoods, Community Associations, 

Residents, Business Owners and the LDC are 

directed to use this form for requesting 

implementation of a project or element of the 

complete streets plan by the Department of 

Transportation.  The form is currently available in 

printed form in the Resource Guide or as a PDF 

through email and on the CD in Microsoft WORD 

and PDF format. 

 
 
Project Evaluation 

 

BCDOT has established a Design/ Engineering/ 

Construction Team (DECT) to evaluate and advance 

complete streets projects.  BCDOT will follow the 

City procurement process for requested projects in 

the right-of-way (ROW).  The DECT will refer large 

and/or complicated projects to the BCDOT Senior 

Management for evaluation as a capital project. 

 

This Resource guide includes additional information 

on existing programs and initiatives through the 

Department of Transportation.  

 

All project proposals will be evaluated by BCDOT 

for implementation in the ROW.  
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EXHIBIT 1 Study Area Neighborhoods 
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EXHIBIT 2 South Baltimore Gateway Complete Streets Project Request 

 

Community Name (Neighborhood): 

Name of Representative: Email Address: 

Address: Phone Number: 

Proposed Location: 

Project Description:  

 

 

I hereby request the following complete streets project on behalf of ______________________________organization. 

             

Date   Print Name    Signature 

Application Checklist: 

 Completed request form 

 Map or image of project area within South Baltimore Gateway Complete Streets location(s) 

 Description of Project 

Project submission process is as follows: 

 Complete the Casino Complete Streets Project request form and submit it to BCDOT project 

Coordinator. 

 BCDOT will evaluate the proposed project and respond to the representative on the request form with 

next steps. 

 BCDOT will request a neighborhood meeting to discuss the proposed project.  This meeting may 

include the following, but not be limited to: 

o Inter-Agency representative coordination and/or project lead 

o Concept design services, if necessary 

o Estimated schedule for project design, engineering, and construction 

o Estimate of cost (including design, engineering, construction, and annual maintenance) 

o Follow-up meetings, assignments, and decisions required to move the project forward 

 The community association and directly affected neighbors will be asked to provide a letter of support 

for the project. 

 Project is submitted to the LDC for review, approval, and funding. 

 BCDOT will advance the project upon receipt of LDC approval and funding. 

 BCDOT will provide the community association and LDC with monthly status on the project. 

 

Submit completed Request to: Ms. Linda Taylor-Newton, Project Manager  

           417 E. Fayette Street, Room 747 Baltimore MD 21202  

           (Linda.Taylor-Newton@baltimorecity.gov) 

 

SOUTH BALTIMORE GATEWAY COMPLETE STREETS PROJECT REQUEST 
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Complete Streets Typology 

The street typology is included in the Resource 

Guide for quick reference in identifying and 

requesting complete streets projects.  The typology 

chart provides guidance on the individual 

characteristics and design elements associated with 

each street type.  Not all complete streets elements 

are appropriate on every street type. 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 3 Complete Streets Typologies and Elements 

 

 

 

 

 

# of Lanes
Speed 

(mph)

Vehicles/ 

Day
Traffic Flow Sidewalks

Urban Arterial N/A

• Widest right-of-way

• Raised medians

• Wide sidewalks

• Pass through and local traffic

• Mainly commercial land uses

4 - 6 25+ 20K + 2-way ●

Community 

Collector
Hollins Ferry Road

• Main roads

• Generally connects arterials and/or 

neighborhoods

• Connects destinations

• Serves mainly local traffic

• May have mix of land uses

2 - 4 20 - 25 3 - 20K
1 - way

2 - way ●

Neighborhood 

Street

Atlantic Avenue, Forester Avenue, Harman 

Avenue, Huron Street, Paca Street, 

Pierpont Street, Puget Street, Ridgely 

Street, Waterview Avenue, Winder Street

• Serves residential areas

• Serves local traffic

• No centerline or lane striping 

required

1 - 2 25 - 30 < 6K
1 - way

2 - way
●

Service / 

Alleyways
N/A

• Narrow roadway

• No sidewalks

• Provides short service link between 

two streets

1 Unposted N/A
1 - way 

2 - way ○

Pedestrian 

Only Street
N/A

• Primarily serves as pedestrian 

passageway or walkway, but may 

permit bicycle traffic

• Pedestrian access between 

buildings

N/A N/A N/A N/A ●

STREETS
STREET TYPE 

(TYPOLOGY)
DESCRIPTION

CHARACTERISTICS ELEMENTS

# of Lanes
Speed 

(mph)

Vehicles/ 

Day
Traffic Flow Sidewalks

Urban Arterial N/A

• Widest right-of-way

• Raised medians

• Wide sidewalks

• Pass through and local traffic

• Mainly commercial land uses

4 - 6 25+ 20K + 2-way ●

Community 

Collector
Hollins Ferry Road

• Main roads

• Generally connects arterials and/or 

neighborhoods

• Connects destinations

• Serves mainly local traffic

• May have mix of land uses

2 - 4 20 - 25 3 - 20K
1 - way

2 - way ●

Neighborhood 

Street

Atlantic Avenue, Forester Avenue, Harman 

Avenue, Huron Street, Paca Street, 

Pierpont Street, Puget Street, Ridgely 

Street, Waterview Avenue, Winder Street

• Serves residential areas

• Serves local traffic

• No centerline or lane striping 

required

1 - 2 25 - 30 < 6K
1 - way

2 - way
●

Service / 

Alleyways
N/A

• Narrow roadway

• No sidewalks

• Provides short service link between 

two streets

1 Unposted N/A
1 - way 

2 - way ○

Pedestrian 

Only Street
N/A

• Primarily serves as pedestrian 

passageway or walkway, but may 

permit bicycle traffic

• Pedestrian access between 

buildings

N/A N/A N/A N/A ●

STREETS
STREET TYPE 

(TYPOLOGY)
DESCRIPTION

CHARACTERISTICS ELEMENTS
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EXHIBIT 3 Complete Streets Typologies and Elements (continued) 

 

 

  

# of Lanes
Speed 

(mph)

Vehicles/ 

Day
Traffic Flow Sidewalks

Urban Arterial N/A

• Widest right-of-way

• Raised medians

• Wide sidewalks

• Pass through and local traffic

• Mainly commercial land uses

4 - 6 25+ 20K + 2-way ●

Community 

Collector
Hollins Ferry Road

• Main roads

• Generally connects arterials and/or 

neighborhoods

• Connects destinations

• Serves mainly local traffic

• May have mix of land uses

2 - 4 20 - 25 3 - 20K
1 - way

2 - way ●

Neighborhood 

Street

Atlantic Avenue, Forester Avenue, Harman 

Avenue, Huron Street, Paca Street, 

Pierpont Street, Puget Street, Ridgely 

Street, Waterview Avenue, Winder Street

• Serves residential areas

• Serves local traffic

• No centerline or lane striping 

required

1 - 2 25 - 30 < 6K
1 - way

2 - way
●

Service / 

Alleyways
N/A

• Narrow roadway

• No sidewalks

• Provides short service link between 

two streets

1 Unposted N/A
1 - way 

2 - way ○

Pedestrian 

Only Street
N/A

• Primarily serves as pedestrian 

passageway or walkway, but may 

permit bicycle traffic

• Pedestrian access between 

buildings

N/A N/A N/A N/A ●

STREETS
STREET TYPE 

(TYPOLOGY)
DESCRIPTION

CHARACTERISTICS ELEMENTS

Sidewalks Medians Shoulders Bike Lanes
Street 

Lighting

Pedestrian 

Lighting

Street 

Furniture
Parking Landscaping

● ◒ ◒ ○ ● ◒ ◒ ◒ ●

● ◒ ○ ◒ ● ● ● ◒ ●

● ○ ○ ○ ● ◒ ◒ ● ●

○ ○ ○ ○ ◒ ◒ ○ ○ ○

● N/A N/A ○ ○ ● ◒ N/A ◒

ELEMENTS
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Parklet Program 

Parklets are public spaces that convert on-street 

parking into usable and vibrant people spaces.  The 

purpose of Baltimore’s parklet program is to 

engage communities in repurposing the streets of 

Baltimore as public spaces.  

 

Through this program, it is expected that 

community sponsors will accept the responsibility 

for design, installation, operation, management, 

and maintenance of a proposed Parklet. Baltimore 

City Department of Transportation (BCDOT) will 

provide technical assistance through each stage of 

the process. The community sponsor must conduct 

outreach and be able to show support from 

adjacent property owners, businesses, and residents 

regarding the Parklet. The community sponsors will 

be required to enter into a maintenance agreement 

with the City of Baltimore to install and maintain the 

parklet and must show capacity to do so.  

Maintenance and upkeep of the Parklet is required 

through its lifetime. Parklets are expected to be 

temporary (3 to 6 months) and may be renewed 

annually. Project Sponsors are to utilize the criteria 

listed within this document to ensure your parklet 

meets minimum safety requirements. BCDOT will 

review all submitted parklet designs and evaluate 

existing street conditions and overall safety to 

determine approval. The communities within the 

South Baltimore Gateway area can make a parklet 

request using the SBGCSR form (Exhibit 2)  

Fees, Agreements and Supporting Documentation: 

□ Application Fee - $150  

□ Parking Fee (determined based on location 

of Parklet) 

□ Parklet Permit 

□ Maintenance Agreement / Memorandum 

of Understanding (MOU) 

□ Certificate of Good Standing with 

Department of Assessments and Taxation 

□ 3 Letters of Community Support or proof 

that community meeting was held 

□ Proof of insurance/liability 

□ Parklet concept design and detail plan 

Location/Placement: 

□ Should be located on a street where land 

uses support the parklets’ functionality, 

such as retail and food establishments, 

cultural and historical amenities, and transit 

facilities 

□ Should be located on a street with 

established pedestrian activity and/or 

where sidewalks are not wide enough to 

accommodate street furniture and high 

pedestrian volumes 

□ Should not be located on a street with 

greater than 5% running slope (grade). 

□ Should not be located on a street with 

existing traffic congestion or issues. 

□ Must be at least one parking space offset 

from street corner 

□ Must be at least 15 feet away from a fire 

hydrant 

□ Cannot obstruct vehicular or pedestrian 

visibility from any angle 

□ Cannot obstruct driveways, alleys, or other 

road/street access 

□ Cannot obstruct any public utilities or 

access to utilities 

□ Cannot obstruct any bus stops and bus 

loading zones 

□ Cannot block stormwater runoff 

□ Not permitted on streets with posted limit 

above 25 MPH 
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Mandatory safety components: 

□ Wheel stops on each side (4 feet from 

parklet) 

□ 2 foot buffer from adjacent travel lane 

□ Railings or other protective barrier/buffer 

around edges of parklet (no higher than 3 

feet) 

□ Accessible to wheelchairs (flush/leveled 

with curb) with minimum 36” entryway 

□ Vertical elements such as flex posts or 

bollards to increase visibility to traffic 

□ Void of any tripping hazards 

□ Slip-resistant surface 

□ Reflective elements or adequate lighting 

Optional components (must include at least 2 of 

these): 

□ Furniture (i.e. tables, chairs, benches) 

□ Planters and plants 

□ Signage 

□ Bike Parking 

□ Public Art 

□ Games/Activities 

□ Lighting 

Size: 

□ For 1 space, the dimensions of a Parklet 

would typically be 6’x12’ 

□ Takes up 1 or more parallel spaces, or 3 or 

more angled spaces 

□ At minimum, designed for 100 pounds per 

square foot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image Source: 

https://thesomervillenewsweekly.files.wordpress.co

m/2015/07/img_8620.jpg 

 

 

 Image Source: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-

NrsPmNH9ns8/U2Qufwh7GSI/AAAAAAAABBk/HdP

nln8bgIg/s1600/Public+Parklet+Signage.jpg  

https://thesomervillenewsweekly.files.wordpress.com/2015/07/img_8620.jpg
https://thesomervillenewsweekly.files.wordpress.com/2015/07/img_8620.jpg
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Footways and Alleyway Process 

Pedestrian access is one of the top priority goals 

throughout the complete streets plan development 

from residents, LDC members, and businesses.   

 

BCDOT wants to make sure that the city’s sidewalks 

are safe for pedestrians. To help prevent injuries 

that may be caused by faulty footways, over 

500,000 square feet of footways have been 

replaced each year since 2008.  

 

Property owners are responsible for maintaining 

their footways. In addition to keeping sidewalks free 

from ice and snow, residents are responsible for 

repairing their sidewalks should they become 

cracked or damaged. 

Requests for sidewalk repair, renewal or new 

sidewalks may be made using the SBGCSR form 

(Exhibit 2). BCDOT reminds residents and property 

owners that these requests are required to follow 

the footways and alleyway violation process. 

 

Violation Process: 

The City may issue a notice of violation to 

homeowners for sidewalks that are broken, cracked, 

scaled or off-grade.  

 

Residents may choose to repair footways on their 

own but they must obtain a permit from the city to 

do so.  

 

A homeowner can elect to have the city repair the 

sidewalk and be billed once the work is complete.  

 Violations are investigated on a block-by-block 

basis.  

 

Residents who receive a footway violation have five 

days to notify the BCDOT how they plan to address 

the violation.  

 

Sidewalks damaged by a tree planted on a public 

right-of-way or by a public utility are the 

responsibility of the city.  

Footway violation notices are issued in response to 

citizen complaints and calls to the city’s 311 system.  

 

If you have a question or concern about footways in 

your community or a violation notice, please call 

the Department of Transportation’s Footway and 

Alley Section at (410) 396-6969. 

 

 

 

Image Source: Baltimore City Department of Transportation 
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Banner Program

BCDOT has a Banner Program to assist 

communities in identifying corridors by installing 

banners on City-owned poles.  Exhibit 4 shows City 

owned poles for reference in developing a Banner 

project. Banners within the Central Business District 

require coordination with the Baltimore Office 

Promotion for the Arts.  (BOPA).  The designated 

Main Street Banners are a separate program for 

officially designated Main Streets and is not part of 

the BCDOT Banner program. The BCDOT banner 

program is a temporary program to highlight 

corridors seasonally. 

The process for communities wanting to have 

Banners Installed within their neighborhood as part 

of a complete streets project: 

Complete the South Baltimore Gateway Complete 

Streets Project Request (SBGCSR) form and include 

the following information: 

 Project Requested is BCDOT Banner 

Program 

 Identify the street and the blocks requested 

for banners 

Image Source: http://pfad.com/main-street-banners/ 

  
 Specify period requested for the Banners 

BCDOT will investigate the street and blocks 

requested to determine: 

 the ownership of the poles 

 clear zones required for the banners 

 availability of the poles for banner 

installation. 

BCDOT will meet with the community to review 

pole availability and banner placement as well as 

provide the technical specifications for the banners. 

Artwork for the Banners will need to be developed 

by the community and meet the technical 

specifications. The artwork for the banners requires 

final approval by BCDOT. 

Only qualified vendors by the City are approved for 

fabrication of the banners.   

BCDOT requires the order for Banner fabrication 

include a 10% additional quantity to allow BCDOT 

to replace banners for the period specified by 

Community. 
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Angled Parking 

A number of Baltimore City neighborhoods 

experience insufficient on-street parking spaces to 

satisfy the demand.  A tool that BCDOT offers to 

mitigate these shortages is angle parking.  Under 

ideal conditions, the number of parking spaces on 

one side of a street can be increased if parallel 

parking is converted to angle parking. BCDOT’s 

policy is to prioritize reverse angled back end 

parking.  Reverse Angle Parking, where motorists 

back into the space, has been found to be safer 

because the motorist has much better visibility 

when pulling out of the space. 

 

Image Source: BCDOT 

Factors Determining Feasibility: 

•Low Traffic Volumes – Candidate streets should 

have less than 2000 vehicles per day.  Higher 

volumes increase the potential for collisions 

between cars on the roadway and those exiting the 

parking spaces. 

•Roadway Width – To achieve the desired increase 

in parking spaces, the roadway must be wide 

enough to accommodate angle parking on one 

side while retaining parallel parking on the other 

side.  38 feet is the minimum width to achieve this 

on one-way streets. If the roadway is wider than 40 

feet, a more favorable angle (60 degrees versus 45 

degrees), will produce a greater increase in spaces. 

•Traffic Access – Typically, an angle parking 

installation requires conversion of the street to one-

way operation.  Streets are not good angle parking 

candidates if elimination of one direction would 

compromise access or bus routes.  In addition, the 

one-way conversion requires the displacement of 

the other direction of travel onto parallel streets. 

  

•Safe Sight Distance – Candidate roadways must 

have clear sight distance for drivers to preserve 

safety. 

The process followed for requesting angle parking 

is summarized as follows: 

(1) Request Procedure 

 

Requests for an angle parking study 

must be initiated through residents via 

their Community Association and with 

the support of the constituents where 

the parking will be modified. The study 

area is generally defined as the street 

being addressed, cross streets, and one 

to two parallel streets on each side of 

it. BCDOT Traffic defines the study 

area. Communities may use the 

SBCCSR form to initiate an angled 

parking request. BCDOT will follow up 

with the community on the procedures 

of a request for a traffic calming study. 

 

(2) Angle Parking Study 

 

After receiving the request, an angled 

parking study shall be conducted by 

BCDOT. This shall involve a study area 

determination, data collection, and 

analyses. A summary of findings on the 

following parameters should be 

available for review within a 90-day 

period after a study has started. A 

study may include a combination of 

the following: 

 

• Roadway dimensions 

• Area street network/traffic access 

• Loading zones and driveways 

• Vehicular volumes 

• Prevailing speeds 

• Street or segment classification 

• School bus and public transit bus  

stops and routes 

• Bicyclist activities 

• Other physical conditions on 

roadway or segment. 

 

(3) Concurrence on Parking Locations and 

Direction 
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BCDOT will notify the Community 

Association of the findings of the angle 

parking study.  The recommendations 

may include other possible solutions. 

BCDOT and the residents should work 

towards a consensus on the most 

appropriate angle parking solution and 

specific locations based on the 

recommendations from the angle 

parking study.  

 

(4) Approval Process 

 

The feasibility of an angle parking 

request is determined by the needs 

expressed by the community and 

validated by a traffic study. If an angle 

parking request requires BCDOT to 

convert a two-way street to one way, 

BCDOT will seek approval from the 

Baltimore City Fire Department prior to 

seeking community support for 

implementation.  If BCDOT and the Fire 

Department approve of the 

implementation, the Community 

Association must petition affected 

residents to demonstrate support of 

the angle parking conversion.  

The Community Association will be 

responsible for gathering the 

signatures.  The Community 

Association must garner the support of 

at least 70% of property owners in the 

study area as determined by BCDOT. 

Completed petition forms should be 

sent to BCDOT and BCDOT will 

validate the petitions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(5) Design and Implementation 

 

After receiving a successful petition, 

BCDOT will design the angle parking 

layout following nationally recognized 

standards (e.g. MUTCD, HCM, ITE, 

AASHTO guidelines, etc.), and other 

traffic engineering standards for the 

City of Baltimore.  BCDOT will install 

the angle parking. Typically, the design 

and installation should occur within 60 

days of granting approval; however, 

pavement marking materials are 

weather dependent because they will 

not sufficiently adhere to the roadway 

surface when temperatures are below 

50* F.  During periods of cold weather, 

installation times will exceed the 60-

day timeframe. 

 

 

 

Image Source: BCDOT 
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ROWART 

 

The Baltimore City Department of Transportation 

(BCDOT) initiated the ROWART program in 2011 to 

allow communities to create and implement 

temporary art in the public right of way (ROW).  

There have been a total of 6 projects throughout 

Baltimore City since its implementation. The design, 

implementation, and maintenance for each project 

are done through a community association. This 

program is directed for streets that are not Urban 

Arterials. Community Collector Streets may require 

additional Traffic evaluation. Communities may use 

the SBGSR form to initiate a ROWART project. The 

request must include the following: 

 

(1) Map showing the location of the 

proposed art work 

 

(2) Sketch of the artwork  

 Once location had been approved the following 

items are also submitted prior to approval: 

 

(3) Notification of a community meeting 

(date, time, location) and agenda for 

the ROW Art presentation to the 

community at large. 

 

(4) Copy of letter notifying the neighbors 

immediately adjacent to the proposed 

location that the community intends to 

install the temporary art in ROW.  

 

30 days before scheduled installation of the 

temporary art in the ROW the following items will 

be needed to be in place: 

 

(1) Signed maintenance agreement to BCDOT 

(5 original signature pages, signed and 

witnessed in blue ink) with final plans for 

BOE approval. The maintenance 

agreement requires the approval from the 

Board of Estimates and cannot be 

installed without BOE approval. 

 

 

 

 

(2) Copy of Insurance Certificate 

 

(3) Notification to community members and 

immediate adjacent property owners that 

the installation is scheduled. 

 

 

 

 

Image Source: Baltimore City Department 

of Transportation 
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ROWSWM 

The Baltimore City Department of Transportation 

(BCDOT) initiated the ROWSWM program in 2014 

to allow for a formal review and approval process 

for any stormwater management (SWM) project 

regardless of size proposed in the city public right 

of way. The design, implementation, and 

maintenance for each SWM project is done through 

a community organization or any other legal 

development entity. The community may use the 

SBGCSR form to initiate SWM projects. 

An initial request with map or image of proposed 

SWM in ROW is submitted by the community 

organization or other legal development entity to 

BCDOT for location approval. Location had been 

approved the SWM facility must be submitted to 

DPW for approval. SWM in the ROW may require a 

full review by DPW regardless of size. Communities 

need to budget the DPW review as part of the 

project development. 

Upon location approval by BCDOT SWM plans are 

submitted to The Department of Public Works 

(DPW) for facility design approval. Final DPW 

approval submissions to BCDOT are required 

before MOU execution. 

SWM facility design full plan submittal to DPW 

(Plans, SWM reports, specifications) Upon approval 

of the SWM locations 90 days before scheduled 

installation of the SWM in ROW the following items 

will be needed to be in place: 

(1) Notification of a Community Meeting 

(date, time, and location) and agenda 

for the SWM facility presentation to 

the community at large. 

 

(2) Copy of letter notifying the neighbors 

immediately adjacent to the proposed 

location that the community intends 

to install the SWM in right-of-way and 

that the community or legal 

development  

 

(3) Entity will be responsible for routine 

maintenance of the SWM facility. 

90 days before scheduled installation of the 

SWM facility the following items will need to be 

in place: 

1) Signed maintenance agreement to BCDOT 

(5 original signature pages, signed and 

witnessed in blue ink) with final plans for 

BOE approval. The maintenance agreement 

requires the approval from the Board of 

Estimates and cannot be installed without 

BOE approval. 

2) Copy of Insurance Certificate 

3) Notification to community members and 

immediate adjacent property owners that 

the installation is scheduled. 

4) Letter assigning additional quality and 

quantity treatment conveyed to BCDOT. 

 
 Image Source: 

http://communityarchitectdaily.blogspot.c

om/2016/09/touring-baltimore-

stormwater-bmp.html 
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Traffic Calming 

 

Traffic Calming is not expressly included in the 

SBGS plan as Federal and State traffic guidelines 

require warrant structures before specific traffic 

calming measures may be implemented. 

 

Traffic calming is a traffic management strategy 

that involves the combination of physical changes 

in roadways and traffic control measures that 

reduce the negative effects of motor vehicle use, 

alter driver behavior and improve conditions for 

non-motorized road users.   

 

The City of Baltimore Department of 

Transportation (BCDOT) is committed to a 

balanced transportation strategy that ensures the 

overall safety and livability of residential 

neighborhoods, while making sure that people 

and goods can move quickly to and through the 

city. 

 

The Department of Transportation, Traffic Division 

shall recommend traffic calming measures based 

on a traffic calming study. A traffic calming study 

consists of field observation, collecting traffic 

volumes and speeds, and analyses of safety data 

for the past 3 years. BCDOT Traffic Division will 

review and approve the traffic calming 

recommendation provided in the study. 

 

 

(1) Because the installation of a traffic  

Device on one street may have potentially 

adverse effects on an  

 

Adjacent Street , BCDOT’s conducts neighborhood-

wide traffic calming studies rather than just spot 

studies. BCDOT officials shall define the study area 

based on the traffic calming application submitted, 

in collaboration with the relevant community 

association. 

 Traffic calming measures implemented at 

intersections and on roadways shall not result in 

lowers the overall peak hour level of service “D”. 

 

 

 

(2) Physical traffic calming measures (such as 

speed humps) should generally not be 

considered on:  Emergency and evacuation 

routes; roadways with grades of 7% or more; 

Urban Arterials or community collector’s 

streets; and through truck routes. 

 

(3) A problem is defined as the subject streets 

and one street parallel on each side of it.  

BCDOT Traffic shall conduct a traffic calming 

study if a request is supported by the area’s 

Community Association, or an elected official 

representing the problem area makes a 

request. 

 

(4) The implementation of any traffic calming 

measure should have the support of at least 

70% of the residents within the study area with 

the concurrence of the area’s Community 

Association.  BCDOT reserves the right to 

install a traffic calming measure without the 

community support, if it is determined that 

such a measure is the interest of public safety. 

 

(5) Traffic calming measures will be considered 

when the average daily traffic (ADT) exceeds 

300 vehicles per day (vpd) but less than 3,000 

vehicles per day. Traffic calming roads with 

higher volumes shall be considered on a case-

by-case basis and may fall under the 

“Guidelines for Arterials and Collector Streets”. 

 

(6) When the 85
th

 percentile speed on a street 

segment exceeds the posted speed limit by at 

least 10 mph, traffic calming measures may be 

considered. Excessive cut-through volumes on 

local neighborhood street may trigger traffic 

calming measures. 

 

(7) Traffic calming measures shall have no 

adverse impact on fire, police and ambulance 

services. 
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(8) Traffic calming measures could be justified if 

BCDOT determines that cut-through traffic 

volumes are significant. 

 

(9) Crash (accident) data for the most recent 

three years should be analyzed by type, 

severity, location, roadway condition, and  

 

 

(10) Time of crash. Crash rates should be 

considered significant when there are 3 more 

reported cases involving pedestrian, bicycle 

or automobiles along a local residential 

street within a one year period. 

 

(11) In cases where parking may have to    be 

removed, the effects on other parking 

facilities within the neighborhood as well as 

alteration to traffic patterns should be 

analyzed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image Source:   

http://communityarchitectdaily.blogspot.com/201

6/09/touring-baltimore-stormwater-bmp.html 
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Conduit Requests 

Baltimore City utilities are contained in the conduit 

system located within the Right of Way (ROW). 

Conduits are underground and are typically  

located under the roadway and sidewalk  

pavement. 

The optimal time to install new conduit is when the 

ROW is “opened” (during construction and new 

roadway construction). Under these conditions 

conduit expansion through the SBGCSR form are 

not guaranteed. The process for evaluating conduit 

expansion are as follows: 

(1) Identify the location and limits requested 

for conduit. 

(2) Identify the type of utility for which the 

conduit is requested. 

The BCDOT Conduit Division will review the 

proposed location to determine: 

(1) Existing conduit locations  

(2) Size and capacity of conduit 

(3) Opportunity and constraints of the conduit 

system and proposed location 

(4) Utilities currently occupying the existing 

system. 

 

The Conduit Division will report out the review and 

determination for expanding conduit in the 

requested location. 

If conduit can be expanded where the Conduit 

Division requested will prepare a cost estimate and 

scope of work for the proposed SBGCS project. 

Funding for the conduit project will need to be 

identified before the project can move forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image Source: http://electrical-engineering-

portal.com/what-engineers-should-know-about-

using-conduits-in-power-substation-designs 
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Landscape Median in Right of Way 

The Baltimore City Department of Transportation 

(BCDOT) initiated the ROWGreen program in 2014 

to allow for a formal review and approval process 

for any landscaped median project in the city public 

right of way. The design, implementation, and 

maintenance for each landscape project is done 

through a community organization or any other 

legal development entity. The community may use 

the SBGCSR form to initiate landscape projects in 

the median right of way. 

An initial request with map or image of proposed 

landscaped median in ROW is submitted by the 

community organization or other legal 

development entity to BCDOT for location approval 

and review.  

Upon location approval by BCDOT the following are 

required before MOU execution. 

(1) Notification of a Community Meeting (date, 

time, and location) and agenda for the 

landscape in right-of-way presentation to the 

community at large. 

 

(2) Copy of letter notifying the neighbors 

immediately adjacent to the proposed location 

that the community intends to install 

landscape in the right-of-way   

 

(3) Entity will be responsible for routine 

maintenance of the landscape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 days before scheduled installation of the 

landscape the following items will need to be in 

place:  

(1) Signed maintenance agreement to 

BCDOT (5 original signature pages, signed 

and witnessed in blue ink) with final plans 

for BOE approval. The maintenance 

agreement requires the approval from the 

Board of Estimates and cannot be installed 

without BOE approval. 

(2) Copy of Insurance Certificate 

(3) Notification to community members 

and immediate adjacent property owners 

that the installation is scheduled. 

 

 

 

Image Source: 

http://www.flyingkitemedia.com/features/WestPhila

delphiaSkillsInitiative101315.aspx 
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Decorative Crosswalk 

The Baltimore City Department of Transportation 

(BCDOT) has a process in place to allow 

communities to create and implement decorative 

crosswalks. The design, implementation, and 

maintenance for each project are done through a 

community association. This program is directed for 

streets that are not Urban Arterials. Community 

Collector Streets may require additional Traffic 

evaluation. Communities may use the SBGSR form 

to initiate a decorative crosswalk . The request must 

include the following: 

 

(5) Map showing the location of the 

proposed decorative crosswalk 

 

(6) Sketch of the decorative crosswalk 

 Once location had been approved the following 

items are also submitted prior to approval: 

 

(7) Notification of a community meeting 

(date, time, location) and agenda for 

the decorative crosswalk to the 

community at large. 

 

(8) Copy of letter notifying the neighbors 

immediately adjacent to the proposed 

location that the community intends to 

install the temporary art in ROW.  

 

30 days before scheduled installation of the 

decorative crosswalk in the ROW the following 

items will be needed to be in place: 

 

(4) Signed maintenance agreement to BCDOT 

(5 original signature pages, signed and 

witnessed in blue ink) with final plans for 

BOE approval. The maintenance 

agreement requires the approval from the 

Board of Estimates and cannot be 

installed without BOE approval. 

 

(5) Copy of Insurance Certificate 

 

(6) Notification to community members and 

immediate adjacent property owners that 

the installation is scheduled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image Source: Baltimore City Department of 

Transportation & pinterest 
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Community Sign Program 

The Baltimore City Department of Transportation 

(BCDOT) has a Community Sign Program that 

installs 3 to 4 signs per calendar year on a first 

come first serve basis. BCDOT has a standard sign 

design for all community signs through this 

program. The maintenance for each project are 

done through a community association. 

Communities may use the SBGSR form to initiate a 

community sign. The request must include the 

following: 

 

(1) Map showing the location of the proposed 

sign location 

Once location had been approved the following 

items are also submitted prior to approval within 6 

months: 

(7) Notification of a community meeting 

(date, time, location) and agenda for the 

community sign to the community at 

large. 

 

(8) Copy of letter notifying the neighbors 

immediately adjacent to the proposed 

location regarding the installation of 

community sign.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

90 days before scheduled installation of the 

community sign: 

 

(4) Signed maintenance agreement to BCDOT (5 

original signature pages, signed and witnessed 

in blue ink) with final plans for BOE approval. 

The maintenance agreement requires the 

approval from the Board of Estimates and 

cannot be installed without BOE approval. 

 

(5) Copy of Insurance Certificate 

 

(6) Notification to community members and 

immediate adjacent property owners that the 

installation is scheduled. 

 

 

 

Image Source: Baltimore City Department of 

Transportation 
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